Jeep: An American Icon
The American auto industry is in trouble… big news hey?  I’ve been wondering for awhile now what I could do to help it.  Why would I want to?  There are lots of reasons, not the least of which is that I grew up on the west side of Detroit with a father who built V8 engines for Chrysler Corporation for over 30 years.  He taught me how to take engines apart and put them back together between rages over bruised knuckles:  a byproduct of working on cars.  

My chosen career field: television writing and producing furthered my interest in cars as I went from broadcasting to my own company, Saraboo Productions.  Saraboo made her fortunes (such as they are) working for the American Auto Industry producing videos in the plants, offices, boardrooms and dealers across America.
I’ve worked with a wide range of people in the auto industry from the CEOs of the “big three” to several UAW Presidents to the guys that put the bumpers on the cars that we all drive daily.  Before I get into the Jeep thing let me just say, they were all, with few exceptions, dedicated, honest, hard working Americans like you and me, who wanted nothing more than to build a good product and make a decent living.  And that’s the best reason I have for these words today.
My wife and I have been driving Jeeps now since 1998.  We’ve had five.  We always lease the least expensive 4x4, except for one Grand Cherokee I bought used from a former sister-in-law: great vehicle!  Early on it was Cherokee Sports; the last two have been Liberty Sports.  They have all had power steering, brakes, windows, locks, AC, a great stereo with CD and four-wheel-drive; nothing fancy, just a basic ride.  We get the family discount and usually put in a little money up front so I have never paid more that two-hundred dollars a month for any of them.  But even without the discount the price is cheap.  Insurance is reasonable for them as well since we have good driving records and they are solid, five-door vehicles with all the standard safety equipment, meaning ABS, traction control, airbags and seat belts, which we use faithfully.
So, what do I think of my Jeeps?  They are the best value in America today, bar none.  Solid, dependable, safe, comfortable and tough is how I would describe them.  The four new vehicles we’ve had never had a single problem.  Even when my daughter buried the front end of one in a snow bank in the Upper Peninsula, a friend was able to drive it out for her.  The mileage is a solid 18 miles per gallon in the city and we drive dirt roads daily that pose no problem at all even in their worst conditions during spring thaws.  
When my daughters have to go somewhere that might pose a problem, like the UP in winter, we always let them use our Jeeps because we know they will be safe, secure able to bull their way out of any road hazard if they have to. 
The reason I write this today is that I’ve heard some disparaging remarks made about Jeeps over the years, once those remarks came from a so called “auto expert” on the radio.  I can only attribute that kind of negativity to three possibilities.  One: that particular expert has limited experience with Jeeps.  Two: that particular expert drives a very expensive luxury car and has no clue about four-by-fours. Or three: that particular expert is sponsored by another auto maker.
Now I’m not an off-roader by any means, but we do get some mean snow storms in our area.  The Jeeps take them all in stride, never gets stuck and never lets us down.  My wife won’t have any other vehicle.  Once, when we had two at the same time and hers had to go back at leases end, I had to give mine to her or sleep alone.  She even has found a way to drive dirt roads all the way home from work, 11 miles; just to avoid traffic, knowing full well the Jeep will make it a fun ride no matter what the condition of the roads.
No, I’m not saying the Jeep compares with a Cadillac or a Mercedes or a Porsche (but I bet you could get a Grand Cherokee or Commander that could.) Bottom-line: for us regular folks who want safe, reliable, serious but comfortable yet inexpensive transportation with all the bells and whistles any mortal being really needs then the Jeep is the best buy on the market.

Finally, let me pass on an anecdote I once heard from a man who helped develop the soon to be extinct Hummer.  My friend was one of the folks that did the road testing of the big Hummer at one of GM’s facilities for such testing.  He drove them, tested them on all kinds of terrain and obstacles.  When they occasionally got into trouble they couldn’t get out of, they used Jeeps to pull them out.  I have no idea if it’s true but I trust the man who told me this… and… he drives a Jeep.
When our latest ’07 Black Liberty goes back to Chrysler you can bet we’ll be driving a new one that same day, so don’t let anyone tell you Jeeps are lame.  They are without doubt the best we have to offer, an American icon and deservedly so.  With luck this is the first in a series of articles about American cars, they’ve gotten an undeserved bad rap and I intend to prove it.  Happy motoring America!

