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Where, in the United States, do you have to go south to get to Canada?

Why it’s Hockeytown of course, the motor capital of the world, otherwise known as Detroit. <LINK TO CITY OF DETRIOT SITE>  Ranked fifth in population in the country, the metropolitan Detroit area includes dozens of wonderful, family oriented  suburban communities like Royal Oak, Livonia, Dearborn. Birmingham, Northville and Beverly Hills.  < LINK TO EACH OF THESE CITY CITES WHERE POSSIBLE> 

Detroit proper is home to one of the largest collections of early 20th –century sky scrapers in the world.  And a new resurgence of business within the city is bringing people, restaurants, clubs and even casinos to a newly invigorated downtown. 

Southeast Michigan is home to significant minority groups including the largest Arab-American community in the country.  The large Polish-American community is second only to Chicago and large African-American, German, French, and Jewish populations are represented as well. 

Summers are temperate and winters moderately cold with temperatures averaging 61 to 84 degrees Fahrenheit in July and 16 to 30 degrees Fahrenheit in January.  The climate gives southeast Michigan a dual personality reflected in its nicknames: Winter Wonderland and Water Wonderland.  More people, over 1 million, own boats in Michigan than any other state because Michigan has more lakes than any other state.   
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Living in southeast Michigan can be whatever you want it to be.  There are hundreds of typical suburban neighborhoods with tree-lined streets, older neighborhoods with character and history and newer communities with all the amenities.  There are lovely, large and small lakefront homes, and carefree condos, luxury apartments and condos right on the Detroit waterfront, and country homes on acreage within 30 minutes of the city.
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There are outstanding shopping facilities all over the metro area as well.  The Fairlane Town Center is a good example within walking distance of Ford World Headquarters.  There’s the Somerset Collection and Twelve-Oaks Mall in the northern suburbs.  Oakland Mall, Eastland Mall, Briarwood Mall, Northland and many others are all conveniently located as well.  Smaller, more intimate shopping centers are also an integral part of the area and can be found throughout southeast Michigan with shops catering to every need.    
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The greater Detroit area is home to many excellent dining locations, along with entertainment, sports and recreational activities.  Greektown, inside Detroit, is a favorite for the finest Greek dining in the mid-west.  Frankenmuth, a small German community farther outside the city, is a favorite place to visit for food and gifts at Christmas-time and year-round.  And there are hundreds of excellent restaurants all over the metro area.  

The 19th century Greenfield Village and Henry Ford Museum<LINKS TO THESE SITES IF AVAILABLE>, on Ford’s campus, is one of the areas premiere attractions with thousands of visitors every year.  The Detroit Tigers, Lions, Red Wings and Pistons<LINKS TO TEAMS SITES>, provide year-round sports entertainment.   The Detroit Institute of Arts<LINK TO DET. INST. OF ARTS> has world-class collections of art including its signature attraction, the Diego Rivera murals.  The Detroit Science Center is a hands-on exhibition that all kids love.  The Museum of African-American History is the largest museum of its type in North America.  The Cranbrook Institute<LINK TO CRANBROOK> is an outstanding cultural center composed of five separate educational facilities including an Institute of Science and the Academy of Arts.  

Every weekend in the summer there are Ethnic Festivals at Hart Plaza on the Detroit riverfront.  These include a spectacular fireworks display that takes place every year over the river between Detroit and Ontario, Canada as part of the International Freedom Festival Celebration at 4th of July.  The Detroit Grand Prix in early June and the hydroplane races on the Detroit River in July are also annual events.  
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Forty-minutes from the Ford campus, the city of Howell, Michigan holds a hot-air balloon festival every spring.  Thirty-minutes from Ford the nationally acclaimed Ann Arbor Art Show also takes place every summer.  And twenty-minutes from Ford, our industries leading automotive exposition, the Detroit International Auto Show<LINK TO AUTO SHOW SITE IF AVAILABLE> takes place every January.

Within 40 miles in any direction of Ford World Headquarters in Dearborn, 

Michigan you can find dozens of all-sports lakes including two of the Great 

Lakes and one, Lake St. Clair, that native Detroiters believe… is the sixth 

Great Lake.  There are hundreds of parks and recreational areas for 

boating, swimming, biking, and walking all over southeast Michigan.  One such area called Edward Hines Park follows the Middle Rouge River for fifteen miles with a road that is lined with dozens of picnic and recreation sites.  Hines Park is a favorite family picnic place all summer long.
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The Metro-Detroit area is home to over a dozen institutions of higher learning from two-year programs to major research institutions.  Inside Detroit, you’ll find Wayne State University, the University of Detroit and Marygrove College.  Madonna University, Oakland University and the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor and Dearborn are all within thirty-minutes travel-time of Ford.<LINKS TO THESE SCHOOLS>


Several suburban cities boast nationally acclaimed school systems as well.  Cities like Birmingham, Bloomfield, Novi and Northville are all highly ranked academically in Michigan and the country.  In fact, the U.S. News Report showed Novi High School as one of the countries top 100 schools in 1999. 
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As you might expect Southeast Michigan’s economy is dependent on the auto industry.  Skilled autoworkers and thousands of research and design professionals provide the technological base for a staggering network of assembly plants, research laboratories and supplier firms.  An extensive array of support services such as advertising and accounting firms also play an important role.


Medical research, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, robotics, computer software and components are increasing diversity in the area.  They now account for about a third of Detroit’s overall economy.


Southeastern Michigan encompasses all the best that the United States has to offer.  Not untypical of many other great American cities, Detroit and it’s surrounding suburbs offer excellent living conditions, tremendous professional opportunities, unlimited entertainment and recreational possibilities and fine educational facilities.  
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