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COPPER THEFT: JUST LOOK UP
	SCENE 1

Take to white text over double-black:
COPPER THEFT

Change text to:

JUST LOOK UP


	Sound f/X

Law & Order sound

ANNCR:

In the criminal justice system the people are represented by two separate but equally important groups: the police who investigate and the prosecutors who prosecute crime.  

They are assisted by people and organizations that care, like DTE Energy.   This is the story of one such crime… of epidemic proportion: Copper Theft.   
Sound f/X

Law & Order sound



	SCENE 2

DIS to montage of pennies, a pile then closer then one penny then CU the ECU, then two pennies, CU one copper one zinc.
	ANNCR:
Did you know that a penny is worth more than a penny these days?   ‘The rising price of copper could mean those U.S. pennies in your piggy bank may soon be worth up to five times their face value’, says an economist at the federal reserve bank of Chicago.   At least those minted before 1982, when they were 97-percent copper.  Today, pennies are 97-percent zinc and there’s a movement on to eliminate them altogether from our currency


	SCENE 3

DIS to shots of copper mines, copper products and copper wire.
	ANNCR:

The fate of the penny notwithstanding, its value, or at least the value of the copper, it used to made of, is the crux of the problem  in Detroit, the United States and, in fact, the world.



	SCENE 4

DIS to montage of various copper theft images, pictures, videos, headlines etc.

	ANNCR:

Copper theft, in all its forms, can mean the theft of anything from decorative roofs on churches to statues in parks.  But the utilities that light and heat our homes and businesses, make our phones work and light our streets suffer the greatest losses by far, in copper wire, you know, the wire you see on utility poles everyday.


	SCENE 5

DIS to 
	ANNCR:

Who pays the cost of these losses?  We do.  Anyone who pays a utility bill whether for electricity, heat, phone or public lighting. The cost of those losses is reflected in the rates we all pay for the services we use.  



	Scene 6

DIS to DTE Employee OC with Super:  
Rueben C. Coleman, Investigator, DTE Energy, Corporate Investigations
	Coleman:
“The estimated loss for DTE Energy in 2006 alone has reached the 5-million dollar level.”

FADE TO BLACK

	SCENE 7

Take to white text over double-black:

FATALITIES

INJURIES


	Sound f/X

Law & Order sound



	Scene 8

DIS to shots of poles and the arrangement of the wires on the poles
	ANNCR:

Generally, the wires that we see on the utility poles in all of our communities are arranged so that the least energized, like telephone lines, are the lowest on the pole.  DTE’s electric lines that can carry thousands of volts of electricity are the highest.  


	Scene 9

DIS to reenactment of man on pole cutting lines and dropping them to the ground then to shots of downed poles.
	ANNCR: 

Copper thieves aren’t terribly discriminating about what lines they steal or how they steal them.  They use chain saws, even axes, to cut down poles or simply pull them down with a chain connected to a truck.  


	Scene 10

DIS to pictures and video of copper theft scenes.  Every shot should move in some way, zooming, panning, tilting on stills when necessary.
	ANNCR: 

Lacking those tools, they will actually climb the poles and cut the lines by hand.  With luck, they don’t contact with the high energy power lines and only take less dangerous cables.  Still they walk away, leaving thousands of dollars worth of damage to steal a couple of hundred dollars worth of copper. 


	SCENE 11

DIS to shots of poles 

then substations and construction sites. Show wiring at substations.  
	ANNCR: 

But poles aren’t the only targets; substations, construction sites and traffic signal boxes all have a wealth of copper wiring.  In the Detroit area alone 133 incidents of copper theft over the last year have resulted not only 32 arrests but 5 fatalities.  People are risking their lives and have been killed for copper.  


	SCENE 12

DIS to dramatic scene of arcing lines on the ground 
	ANNCR:

And the thieves aren’t the only ones at risk from these thefts.  Children, pets, pedestrians, families in nearby homes and businesses are all at risk.  Energized lines that contact fences, cars, any metal object or even just the ground can be fatal depending on the voltage involved.  


	SCENE 13
DIS to 
	ANNCR:

Power surges, fires, electrocutions and higher utility rates are the by-products of copper theft and the best reasons to stop it.


	SCENE 14

DIS to DTE employee OC with super:

Joseph Bernadotte
Corporate Security & Investigations 
	bernadotte:

“These thefts cause dangerous situations and outages, putting everyone at risk, not just the thieves but people and hospitals, fire stations and emergency communications like 9-1-1 calls...”
FADE TO BLACK


	SCENE 15
Take to white text over double-black:

THE PRICE 
of 
COPPER

	Sound f/X

Law & Order sound



	SCENE 16
DIS to graph and/or text build over land slide footage, Chinese industrial shots and war scenes:

COPPER PRICES

2003 – $  .65

2004 – $ 1.40

2005 – $ 1.50

2006 – $ 3.00

2007 - $ 2.50
	anncr:

Though down in 2007, the price of copper is still near record levels.  The reasons are many and include copper mine disasters in Indonesia and strikes in Chile, increased demand from China and other emerging markets and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 


	SCENE 17

DIS to
*
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*http://www.kitcometals.com/charts/copper_historical_large.html#5years

	anncr:

In May of 2006 copper briefly hit a high of $3.99 per pound.  In other words thieves could sell 100-1982 pennies for 3-dollars
 or 100-pounds of copper for nearly 400-dollars.  These prices are all-time-highs for copper and there is no sign that these prices will decrease anytime soon.



	SCENE 18
DIS to headlines zooming to full screen about copper theft from all over the country and in Detroit
	anncr: 

During that same time, copper theft increased 100% each year, in some places as much as 150%.  Dallas reported 1500 cases of theft in 2006 alone.  DTE Energy has one facility that had 38 separate incidents in 2 months during 2006.  


	SCENE 19
DIS to scenes of copper theft.  Reenact someone stealing lines off poles placing wire in trunk of car.
	anncr:

Copper prices and its easy availability on construction sights, in traffic control boxes, in DTE substations, in schools and especially on all those poles we see everywhere make its theft not only easy but profitable.  

  

	SCENE 20

DIS to shots of piles of wire in a scrap yard.
	ANNCR:

500-pounds of copper stolen from DTE substations or utility poles can be sold for 12 to 15-hundred dollars at a scrap yard.   As scrap the legitimization of the stolen wire begins.  Stripped and in bulk, it is nearly impossible to identify as stolen


	SCENE 21

DIS to DTE employee OC with super:

Michael Lynch
CSO, DTE Energy
	LYNCH SOT
“The police are trained to look for criminals banging in doors.  We say look up in the air, it’s a most effective awareness program… more than a dozen arrests were made on the poles.”
FADE TO BLACK

	SCENE 22
Take to white text over double-black:

LOOK UP!

and

SMELL THE SMOKE 


	Sound f/X

Law & Order sound



	SCENE 23

DIS to scene of police looking up at a guy on a pole and beckoning him down.

	ANNCR:

Looking up is working to catch thieves in the act and keep wires on the poles.  But what happens once the wires are down?  It’s not a simple matter of just piling it onto a truck and taking it to a scrap dealer.


	SCENE 24

DIS to various sizes of wire ECU showing identification
	ANNCR:

The thieves must strip it of its covering because the insulation has identification imprinted on it, and they usually strip that insulation and identification the easy way, with fire.  


	SCENE 25

DIS to piles of bare wire in a scrap yard
	ANNCR:

Once it has been removed there is really no way to tell where the wire came from.  In addition to making it impossible to identify the origin of the wire, burning also makes it saleable without insulation, ready for recycling.  

 

	SCENE 26

DIS to 50 gallon drum with fire burning in it and copper lines being stripped of coverings.
	ANNCR:

That’s why the thieves usually do the burning immediately after stealing the wire.  No identification… no evidence… no crime, easy sale.  The unmistakable black cloud and acrid smell that burning insulation makes is “good and probable cause” to investigate the scene and the people further.  


	SCENE 27

DIS to 
	ANNCR: 
So, next to looking up and finding someone on a pole, who shouldn’t be, discovering someone burning the insulation off a cable is usually clear cut evidence of copper theft. 


	SCENE 28

DIS to Police arresting someone and putting them in a car as a 50-gallon drum fire burns in the background.
	ANNCR: 

Major busts have been made through the detection of the black cloud of smoke and smell, like a burning car, that petroleum-based insulation gives off when burned.  


	SCENE 29

DIS to DTE Employee OC with Super:  

Rueben C. Coleman, Investigator

DTE Energy, Corporate Investigations
	coleman:
Even with these obvious signs, the likelihood of getting caught is extremely low.  That’s why DTE Energy and other public utilities are partnering with the Detroit Police and even Homeland Security in The Copper Theft Task Force to share information, educate people and organizations.”
FADE TO BLACK

	Scene 29A

Take to white text over double-black:

THEFT 

IN 

PROGRESS

	Sound f/X

Law & Order sound



	Scene 29B

Dis to robbery scene from a old time movie
	ANNCR:

No guns, face masks or bags full of money, but there are some things that can help identify copper theft in progress.  More precisely some things that are missing will tell the story. 



	Scene 29C

Dis to a crew putting on their gear and fully dressed then show plates of each kind.
	ANNCR:

All DTE Energy crews or contractors have a core commitment to safety.  Working on energized lines requires safety equipment: hard hats, rubber sleeves, glasses, gloves; an Edison truck or at least Edison magnetic plates on contractor vehicles.  In contrast, thieves will have none of these things.


	Scene 29D

Dis to time sheets CU then to text super over sheets:

DTE CONTROL CENTER

313 235 6893
	ANNCR:

Additionally, crew leaders can provide "time or log sheets", that indicate what they are currently working on.  Finally, the DTE Control Center can be contacted at 3-1-3-2-3-5-6-8-9-3 for an on-call investigator for confirmation.



	Scene 29E

Dis to DTE Energy truck on patrol of lines in the daytime then at night with spotlights blazing.
	ANNCR:

DTE Energy inspects lines regularly just as the Detroit Police patrol the streets.  Crews may be obliged to patrol the lines at night, using spotlights, until an outage problem is identified.  Seeing a truck moving slowly pointing a spotlight in the street or alley could make the identification procedures mentioned especially important.



	Scene 29F
Dis to Police Officer looking up at dangling wire, using cell phone add text super as scene continues:

DTE Energy

313 235 9113
	ANNCR:

Whether arrested or escaped, people who steal Edison lines for copper, more often then not, leave the scene in an unsafe condition.  DTE Energy MUST be contacted at 3-1-3-2-3-5-9-1-1-3 so that the site can be immediately made safe.  Dangling lines should not be approached or touched by any person other than DTE authorized personnel. 



	Scene 29G

Dis to DTE Energy lines on Pole then to ECUs of conductors from both DTE lines and PLD lines.
	ANNCR:

Finally, quick identification of lines is important as well, so that the proper authority can be notified in any theft situation.  DTE Energy lines use only brown conductors while Public Lighting Detroit lines use only white.



	Scene 29H

DIS to DTE employee OC with super:

????????????

Need a DTE Exec to deliver this line.
	ANNCR:

“Dangling or downed lines can be deadly, even if they’re not arcing.  DTE energy uses “The Ten-Foot Rule:” No one should approach within ten feet of any downed line.”

FADE TO BLACK

	SCENE 30

Take to white text over double-black:

THE

DRUG
CONNECTION

	Sound f/X

Law & Order sound



	SCENE 31

DIS to world map, then add geographic bullets for Hawaii, New Mexico, Arizona, S. California, San Diego, Oregon, The Midwest, Southern U. S.  
	ANNCR:

no scientific evidence exists to confirm the link between copper theft and metamphetamine use, but law enforcement says the link exists.  Maps of hot spots of metal theft coincide noticeably with hot spots of crystal meth abuse.  


	SCENE 32

DIS to scene of someone shooting up 
	ANNCR:

In one Detroit case, officers found a house full of stolen metal with one of the occupants shooting up as the bust occurred.  The suspect asked if he could finish before they arrested him.



	SCENE 34
DIS to several scenes that show arcing wires, fires erupting and people hurt by electricity.
	ANNCR:

The unconfirmed link between drugs and copper theft explains the irrationality behind some of the riskiest metal theft and their consequences.  The average thief, out to make a fast buck, isn’t likely to risk his life breaking into a substation for a few hundred dollars worth of copper.  They may be dishonest but they are usually rational.



	SCENE 35

DIS to shots of various substations, cut wires, broken fences and locks anything that shows theft.
	ANNCR:

On the other hand, sub stations are broken into all the time and “live” wires cut, utility poles climbed and people killed during these dangerous actions.   The only logical explanation is the desperation produced by addiction.



	SCENE 36

DIS to shot of DTE lineman donning safety equipment, gloves, boots, helmet etc. then working on line.
	ANNCR:

Stories are rampant of the wild risks and consequences of copper theft.  In point of fact, one man was electrocuted by 8000-volts of electricity in the city of Detroit while this program was being written.  Another story tells of a man who hung upside down from a pole for hours after electrocuting himself, before someone found him.  Still another was electrocuted trying to steal wire out of a traffic box.  While cutting ground wires in a substation, one thief accidentally bumped his head on a live wire, becoming the ground himself.  The drug compulsion removes inhibition, causing irrational risk taking and just plain stupidity. 



	SCENE 36

DIS to DTE employee OC with super:

Michael Lynch

CSO, DTE Energy
	Lynch:
“Drugs have to be a driving force in this kind of theft.  It’s hard for someone sober to understand the compulsion.  They say it’s a panic state, like when drowning.  I really don’t think anyone is out there stealing copper wires to buy groceries.”
FADE TO BLACK

	SCENE 38

Take to white text over double-black:

WHAT’S BEING DONE?

	Sound f/X

Law & Order sound



	SCENE 39

DIS to DTE personnel inspecting equipment and a substation.
	ANNCR:

dTE Energy is taking a proactive approach to the copper theft epidemic by routinely inspecting our electrical equipment for theft tampering to be sure it doesn’t pose a risk to anyone.

 

	SCENE 40

DIS to pile of burned copper wire with text super build:
Copper Theft Task Force
DTE Energy
AT & T

Public Lighting Commission

The Detroit Police
	ANNCR:

DTE energy has also created a copper task force with other utilities and local law enforcement agencies like the Detroit Police.  This task force shares information, educates the public about the problem and provides programs like this for law enforcement awareness.


	SCENE 41

DIS to scene of a Detroit neighborhood with text super build:
Community Involvement

Never Touch a Downed Wire

Call Police on Suspicion of Tampering

Call DTE about Hanging Wires

Open Boxes, Fences or Gates at Substations

Install Motion Sensor Lighting
Use Copper Theft Hotline

313 235 9113


	ANNCR:

And we are encouraging citizen’s to help safeguard their communities against copper theft by:  never touching a downed line or anything in contact with that line, notifying the police immediately if there is suspicion of unauthorized access or tampering with DTE equipment, notifying DTE about hanging wires, open electrical boxes, doors or fences to substations, installing motion sensor lights outside their homes and businesses and calling the DTE Energy Copper theft Hotline day or night at 3-1-3-2-3-5-9-1-1-3.

	SCENE 42

DIS to piles of wire in a scrap yard then to police cruiser slowly moving along a Detroit street while the driver is looking up at the power lines then to 50 gallon drum fire with wiring insulation being burned off.
	ANNCR:

New city ordinances have been enacted as well.  They require scrap dealers to record transactions but the first line of defense still remains the police.  Vigilance in patrolling like looking up for unauthorized people on poles or on utility property.  Awareness of the signs of copper theft like smoke from burning insulation.  And finally, the understanding of how dangerous, costly and widespread this problem has become.  It affects the entire community, endangers everyone and causes increased rates for the utilities that we depend on everyday.  


	SCENE 43


	ANNCR:
The rising cost of copper has created a market for and an epidemic of stolen copper.  The theft is dangerous not only to the thief but to the public as well.  And electrocution is only the tip of the iceberg.  Outages caused by copper theft can endanger hospitals, emergency services, fire fighting and even homeland security.  Some say it is a form of domestic terrorism.  It’s everyone’s problem and everyone’s loss, consequently it is necessarily in everyone’s interest to stop it.


	SCENE 44

DIS to DTE employee OC with super:

Joseph Bernadotte
Corporate Security & Investigations
	Bernadotte:

Nowhere is the pledge, “To Protect And Serve”, more applicable than in the copper theft epidemic.  

Fade to Black

	SCENE 45
Take to white text over double-black:

THE PRESIDENT
of
DTE ENERGY 
	Sound f/X

Law & Order sound



	SCENE 46
DIS to DTE Employee OC with Super:  

Bob Buckler
President, DTE Energy
	Buckler:
hello, I’m Bob Buckler, president of DTE Energy.  This program is part of a concerted effort to stop the theft of copper in the Detroit metropolitan area.  Though it includes other kinds of metal theft from homes, businesses, construction sites and anywhere metal is easily stolen, it affects DTE Energy and other utilities more because of the multiplicity of copper lines we use to deliver our products. 

But even more important, it’s dangerous.  Dangerous to the thieves who risk electrocution from energized lines.  Dangerous to people who unwittingly find those downed lines.  And dangerous to the community in general, because broken lines cause outages that affect hospitals, emergency services and people individually.  Outages that are potentially homeland security issues as well.  It’s a problem that is growing and has already reached levels that are costing every single utility user in higher rates and property damage.  

It’s an insidious problem that requires everyone’s attention but especially those of you charged with the safety and security of the community.   Please take the time to learn all you can about copper theft.  Look up… at the utility poles on your beat and be aware of the smell and burning insulation.  Help us keep everyone safer and our utilities affordable.  



FADE TO BLACK
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